
Cross-Examination Cannot Be Pre-Scripted 

𝐈𝐧 𝐔𝐧𝐧𝐢𝐤𝐫𝐢𝐬𝐡𝐧𝐚𝐧 𝐑. 𝐯. 𝐒𝐭𝐚𝐭𝐞 𝐨𝐟 𝐊𝐞𝐫𝐚𝐥𝐚 (2018), the Kerala High Court held that courts cannot 

require defence counsel to submit 𝒄𝒓𝒐𝒔𝒔-𝒆𝒙𝒂𝒎𝒊𝒏𝒂𝒕𝒊𝒐𝒏 𝒒𝒖𝒆𝒔𝒕𝒊𝒐𝒏𝒔 𝒊𝒏 𝒂𝒅𝒗𝒂𝒏𝒄𝒆, 𝒆𝒗𝒆𝒏 𝒊𝒏 

𝑷𝑶𝑪𝑺𝑶 𝒄𝒂𝒔𝒆𝒔. 

 

The Court clarified that while questioning must remain sensitive and non-aggressive, judicial 

control operates during cross-examination — 𝐧𝐨𝐭 𝐛𝐞𝐟𝐨𝐫𝐞 𝐢𝐭. 

 

𝑲𝒆𝒚 𝒕𝒂𝒌𝒆𝒂𝒘𝒂𝒚: 𝑺𝒑𝒐𝒏𝒕𝒂𝒏𝒆𝒊𝒕𝒚 𝒊𝒏 𝒄𝒓𝒐𝒔𝒔-𝒆𝒙𝒂𝒎𝒊𝒏𝒂𝒕𝒊𝒐𝒏 𝒊𝒔 𝒆𝒔𝒔𝒆𝒏𝒕𝒊𝒂𝒍 𝒕𝒐 𝒂 𝒇𝒂𝒊𝒓 𝒕𝒓𝒊𝒂𝒍, 

𝒆𝒗𝒆𝒏 𝒖𝒏𝒅𝒆𝒓 𝒔𝒑𝒆𝒄𝒊𝒂𝒍 𝒍𝒂𝒘𝒔 𝒍𝒊𝒌𝒆 𝑷𝑶𝑪𝑺𝑶. 

 

[cross-examination rights India, POCSO trial procedure safeguards, defence lawyer rights cross-

exam, child witness protection law India, fair trial principles India, evidence law cross-

examination rules, Kerala High Court ruling POCSO, criminal trial procedure India] 
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